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The authority by which the Christian leader leads is not                                                      
power but love, not force but example, not coercion but  
reasoned persuasion.  Leaders have power, but power is                   
safe only in the hands of those who humble themselves 
to serve. 
                  -- John Stott 
 
                            

 
 

 
NEW PRINCIPALS ORIENTATION  
The orientation program for principals new to the Diocese of Paterson will be held on August 15th, 
beginning at 10:00am and concluding by 3:00pm. The program will take place in the main conference room 
at the Diocesan Center, 777 Valley Road, Clifton, NJ 07013. Lunch will be provided.  
 
 
NEW TEACHER ORIENTATION  
The orientation program for all teachers new to the Diocese of Paterson will be held at Mary Help of 
Christians Academy in North Haledon on August 17th. The program will begin at 9:00am and will conclude 
by 2:00pm. Continental breakfast will be available at 8:30am, and lunch will be provided.  Participation by 
all new professional staff is required. Principals are welcome to attend. Principals are reminded to 
inform new hires about this program. Use this link to register teachers with the Catholic Schools 
Office.  
 
 
OPENING OF THE SCHOOL YEAR MASS AND MEETING  
The first meeting of the year for all principals, high school presidents, and school pastors and Vicars will 
be held on August 23rd, at St. Paul Inside the Walls in Madison. The program will start at 10:30am with 
an opening address given by Msgr. James T. Mahoney, Vicar General and Moderator of the Curia, 
followed by Mass at 11:30am celebrated by Fr. Stanley C. Barron, Vicar of Education. The liturgy will be  
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followed by lunch and the meeting, which will conclude by 3:00pm. Priests attending are asked to RSVP to 
the Catholic Schools Office (tonilucas@patersondiocese.org) by August 16th. All priests that plan to 
celebrate Mass are asked to bring their diocesan vestment. 
 
 
PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN 
All principals are to ensure that all new employees and volunteers have received training in the PGC 
program.  Individuals may register for the class nearest them by accessing www.virtusonline.org .If you 
have administrative questions about the program, please address them to Joan Valk at  
(jvalk@patersondiocese.org).  
 
 
NEW FINGERPRINTING PROTOCOL 
Principals are advised to review a new procedure for the fingerprinting of school employees.  Please 
check your email from Joan Valk for the details or click here for a copy of the procedure. 
 
 
CATECHETICAL CERTIFICATION 
All elementary school teachers and principals, and all presidents, principals, and theology teachers in 
secondary schools in the Diocese of Paterson shall receive and maintain catechetical certification.  
Please review the catechetical requirements and registration for all classes by clicking on this link.  The 
Catholic Schools Office will be contacting every principal to update last year’s catechetical audit for 
each teacher. 
 
 
NEW STEM PRINCIPALS MEETING 
There will be a meeting on August 22nd for all new STEM principals from 9:00 to 11:30 am in the main 
conference room at the Diocesan Center. 
 
 
ALL STEM PRINCIPALS MEETING 
Principals of STEM schools, all cohorts, will meet on September 14th from 9:30 to 11:00 am in the 
Terrace Room of the Diocesan Center in Clifton.   
 
 
STEM CERTIFICATION MEETING 
Principals from the four schools seeking STEM accreditation from AdvancEd in 2017 will meet from 
11:00 to 12:00 noon following the all STEM principals meeting on September 14th in the Terrace Room of 
the Diocesan Center. 
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REVIEWING YOUR SCHOOL WEBSITE 
All schools should use these last weeks of summer to review your school website. All dated content 
should reference the 2016-2017 school year - this includes forms, tuition information, etc. Have at least 
one news item listed that is no older than May 2016. Reach out to your marketing teams and begin 
planning your meeting calendar. During this time our CSO website will also be under review, and possibly 
unavailable for short periods of time in the evening. 
 
 
HIGH SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE DATES 
Please email your 2016-2017 Open House dates for the CSO website and for the CSO social media event 
pages to: media@patdioschools.org.  
 
 
2016-2017 SCHOOL MARKETING MEETINGS, WEBINARS, AND CONFERENCE CALLS: 
Monthly marketing meetings, webinars and conference calls are planned for each month of the 2016-
2017 school year. Our first meeting for all school marketing team members will take place in the JP II 
Center, rooms #101/102, on September 22nd from 3:30-5pm as noted on the CSO calendar. The topics 
covered will be Communication and Branding, a link for registration will be sent the week prior to the 
meeting. 
 

 
SCHOOL NEWS 
Please forward any school news or events to: media@patdioschools.org. 
 
 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS OFFICE EVENTS CALENDAR FOR 2016-17 
The events calendar can be found here.  Principals are reminded to check it regularly for any changes 
before making up the school’s calendar or their own appointment calendars.   
 
 
PER PUPIL ALLOCATIONS 
Please be advised that Governor Christie has ordered certain spending in the FY2017 New Jersey State 
Budget to be temporarily reserved under an Executive Order.  This includes the $7,500,000 ($50.00 per 
pupil) that was allocated to the Nonpublic School Security Program, as well as some additional funds for 
nonpublic technology and nursing.  It is unknown at this time when or if these funds will be released.  The 
Office of Nonpublic School Services will notify schools when they have a definitive status on these 
funds.  Therefore, schools should not take any action on the FY2017 Nonpublic School Security Program 
until such guidance has been released. 
The following per pupil allocations for the 2016-2017 school year are as follows: 
 Technology     $20.80 
 Textbooks      $57.64 
 Nursing          $86.70 

mailto:media@patdioschools.org
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NURSING SERVICES GUIDELINES 
Nursing services should begin the first day of the school year.  According to the Nursing Guide 
Document, all consultation regarding nursing services must take place between the district and each 
nonpublic school principal as soon as the official per pupil amount has been disseminated.  Please note 
that consultation between the district and diocesan principals should be ongoing conversation, covering 
each of the programs for which students are eligible. 
 
 
 
NEW LEADERSHIP FOR 2016-17: 
 Dawn Paskalides – Holy Family   Douglas Minson  -  Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
 Cynthia Schirm  -  St. Andrew   Fr. Jhon Madrid  -  St. Brendan 
 Timothy Dunnigan  -  St. Therese   Ann Mitchell  -  Divine Mercy Academy 
 Patricia Klebez  -  Reverend Brown   Principal (TBD)  -  St. Pius X 
 Susan Santore – Pope St. John XXIII  Fr. Peter Clarke  -  DePaul Catholic HS 
    Middle School  Dr. Robert Stickles – Interim President, 
              Morris Catholic HS  
 
NEW DIRECTOR OF GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS 
The Catholic Schools Office is pleased to welcome Patrick Peace as Director of Government Programs 
and Networking. In this part time position,  Patrick will serve as a resource person to the 
Superintendent, Catholic Schools Office staff, and school administrators on Federal and State funded 
programs and services, as well as act as a field representative on all government related matters. Patrick 
has served the Diocese of Paterson and our Catholic schools for many years, most recently as Passaic 
Academy Executive Director. 
 
 
E-RATE 
USAC has funds available for all schools to fund Category 2 services for the 2016-2017 funding year.  
To better understand what Category 2 services are and how to apply for them, assistance is available 
thru our vendor, E-Rate Advantage.  Also, it isn’t too early to start planning for the 2017-2018 funding 
year. For further information, contact Ben at E-Rate Advantage at ben@erateadvantage.com, or 908-
892-0705. 
 
 
POWERSCHOOL START-OF-YEAR 
The PowerSchool Start-of-Year training for administrators is scheduled for August 16th from 8:00am 
to 3:00pm, at St. Anthony School, Hawthorne.  New administrators and those wishing to refresh their 
memories are to sign-up using the online form found here.    
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POWERTEACHER NEW PRINCIPAL TRAINING 
Please note the change in date and location.  This session is scheduled for August 25th, from 8:00am 
to 11:00am, at All Saints Academy in Parsippany.  New principals are required to attend this session to 
understand the administrative side of PowerTeacher.  The online sign-up form can be found here. 
 

POWERTEACHER NEW TEACHER TRAINING 
Please note the change in date and location. The Power Teacher New Teacher Sessions are scheduled 
for August 25th and 26th, at All Saints Academy in Parsippany.  There are 3 sessions and it is required 
that new teachers choose one of the three sessions to attend.  Please note the times for these sessions: 

• August 25th – 12 noon to 3:00pm 
• August 26th – 8:00am to 11:00am 
• August 26th – 12 noon to 3:00pm 

The online sign-up form can be found here. 
 
 
MATH PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP 
Professional Development for elementary teachers of mathematics has been scheduled for the 2016-
2017 school year.  The PD is in response to recommendations made by the Diocesan Math Committee and 
Terra Nova analysis in 2015 and 2016.  With additional consultation from high school principals and 
department chairs, we are pleased to offer this ongoing professional development over the next several 
years to strengthen instructional strategies and authentic assessment methods used by teachers.  
Several facilitators were explored before partnering with Rutgers University for the workshops.  Their 
experience in the areas of sustained teacher education, effective assessments, current pedagogy, and 
challenges impacting student achievement will provide teachers with meaningful workshops over the 
course of several years. 
Our initial workshops are as follows: 
 Sept 19 Teachers of Math in Grades K-2 from 2:00 to 4:30pm 
 Sept 26 Teachers of Math in Grades 3-5 from 2:00 to 4:30pm 
An October workshop will be scheduled for math teachers in Grades 6-8. 
 
Principals are asked to RSVP to Connie at comikolajczyk.diocese@patdioschools.org  by September 
14th with the number of teachers attending.  Principals are encouraged to attend.  Both sessions will be 
held at the JPII Cafeteria. 
 
 
ALERT SOLUTIONS 
Alert Solutions 2.0 will be the only version supported this year. The older version has been removed 
from PowerSchool. If you need a refresher on how AS2.0 works, please email Mike Zakur for further 
information at mzakur@patersondiocese.org.  
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ACE 3-MINUTE WALKTHROUGH, UPDATING FOR 2016-2017 
In preparation for the 2016-2017 school year, the ACE 3-Minute Observation application will need you to 
back-up last year’s data and initialize a spreadsheet for this year’s data. We will be sending an email in 
late August to the elementary school principals when the procedure is posted online.  Please be attentive 
to this important email with revised instructions for the new academic year. 
 
NEW JERSEY TEACHER CERTIFICATION WORKSHOP 
A workshop for all new teachers seeking state certification and their principals will be held on 
September 20th from 2:30 to 3:30pm in the JPII Center.  The workshop will cover the new reporting 
requirements including online reporting, developing SGOs, and the evaluation protocol in this new 2-year 
process.  Please RSVP with the number attending by September 13th to Connie at 
comikolajczyk.diocese@patdioschools.org . 
 
 
RELIGION CURRICULUM ROLLOUT 
The new Diocese of Paterson Religion Curriculum for K-12 is ready for rollout. After two years of work 
by an outstanding committee at both the elementary and high school level, the document will be shared 
in two workshops. The first workshop is scheduled for Tuesday, September 13th, from 9:30 am – 
12:00 pm. All elementary principals, pastors, and teachers of Religion in grades 6-8 should attend. 
Teachers are welcome to bring their Religion textbooks to facilitate the implementation process.  
 
The second workshop will be held on Tuesday, September 13th, from 12:30 – 3:00 pm. This 
workshop will be for elementary teachers of Religion in grades PreK-5, high school principals, 
chaplains, and all high school theology teachers. Again, please bring current textbooks and resources. 
Principals are encouraged to notify their pastors or chaplains of these meetings. Both workshops will be 
held in the cafeteria at the John Paul II Center. 
 
 
LOOKING AHEAD: 

• Standards based report card training for new teachers  -  9/16   1:30-2:30pm.   Please RSVP to 
Connie Mikolajczyk at comikolajczyk.diocese@patdioschools.org . 

• Principals Meeting  -  9/21 
• High school ELA/Math curriculum meeting (HS ELA & Math Chairs)  -  9/22 
• Lesson Planning Workshop  -  9/27 3-4:30pm  Please RSVP to Connie Mikolajczyk at 
 comikolajczyk.diocese@patdioschools.org . 
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